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Introduction

GridPP dissemination has continued strongly in 2005, building on the good progress made in 2004. Sarah Pearce, the dissemination officer, has moved to working half time and we have recruited an Events Officer, Bekki Pearce, who began work in April.

GridPP website

The GridPP website continues to increase in popularity, and has now received over 1.5 million successful pages requests. In the months January-May 2005, nearly 150,000 successful http requests were made each month on average. This is 50% more than reported at the last Oversight Committee. Similarly, the number of https requests each month has increased by more than 50% since the last committee meeting, peaking with 22,000 requests in May 2005. This is a measure of how often collaboration members are changing the content of the site, and shows how successful the GridSite tool has been in developing an ‘interactive’ site.

At the end of 2004, the deployment areas on the web were identified as a priority for improvement. As a result, there is now a new section of the website for deployment and operations (http://www.gridpp.ac.uk/deployment/). A well as information on deployment progress, there are substantial sections for users, admin and security. Thanks to the deployment team for this major improvement. A key challenge for the next few months will be keeping this updated, as with all areas of the site.

Events and demonstrations

GridPP took a number of posters and a demonstration to the IoP HEPP Group meeting in Dublin in March. Steve Lloyd also gave a very well received plenary talk, The Grid for Particle Physic(ist)s. GridPP members presented at an EGEE workshop at the European Grid Conference in Amsterdam in February, and we displayed a poster at PPARC’s KITE club industry healthcare workshop, in April. We are now preparing for the UK e-Science All Hands Meeting in Nottingham in September, where we will show demonstrations on the PPARC stand. We also plan to take a similar demo to Supercomputing in Seattle in November. 

The UK Real-time Grid Monitor has been incorporated into a screensaver for Windows (http://www.hep.ph.ic.ac.uk/e-science/projects/demo/index.html). It is currently being rewritten, so the graphical output can better deal with the large number of jobs now going through LCG.  CERN are employing summer students to look at the feasibility of incorporating the Mona Lisa monitoring tool in the Real–time Grid monitor. As described in the Applications Report, the portal has made good progress (http://gridportal.hep.ph.ic.ac.uk/). The dissemination portal has been delayed slightly to concentrate on the portal toolkit for smaller experiments, but is planned to be ready in time for the All Hands Meeting.

Press  and news

Working with PPARC, GridPP has put out two press releases since January:

· UK Particle Physicists Prepare for Data Torrent, 25 April (about RAL’s involvement in Service Challenge 2)  http://www.pparc.ac.uk/Nw/sc2.asp 
· World's Largest Computing Grid Surpasses 100 Sites, 21 March  http://www.pparc.ac.uk/Nw/100sites.asp 
Both releases were produced in parallel with CERN releases on the same topic. The CERN and UK releases resulted in good press coverage, including major technology news sites such as The Inquirer, The Register, ZDNet, and on Slashdot. GridPP and the LCG project were also recently covered in a feature in New Scientist. Other recent or forthcoming articles include: an e-Science pull-out in June’s edition of Physics World, which includes a section on GridPP; a forthcoming article about GridPP in PPARC’s Frontiers magazine; and a GridPP article in the DTI edition of Public Service Review, to be published in August. 

We have also published 14 news items on the GridPP website since the start of January 2005 (http://gridpp.ac.uk/news).

Publications

Two major publications have made progress since January.

· The Journal of Grid Computing published an edition entitled “The EU DataGrid Setting the Basis for Production Grids”, by the EDG collaboration. GridPP members played a key role in a number of the papers in the Journal, including on authentication, R-GMA, replica management, workload management and HEP applications.

· GridPP submitted a 100-page paper to the Journal of Physics G, covering the achievements of GridPP 1. The latest version can be found at: http://www.gridpp.ac.uk/papers/jphysg/index.html We have now received a second round of referee’s comments, and will resubmit  in July.

Other  areas

Other activities include:

· The Events Officer has produced a general GridPP talk, for collaboration members giving talks to schools or undergraduates. The talk is at: http://www.gridpp.ac.uk/talks/schools_talk.ppt
· GridPP project members submitted 20 abstracts to the All Hands Meeting, of which 14 were accepted either as a poster or paper. Of those rejected, a key message was that they were too HEP specific.

· There are 20 posters on the GridPP website, 71 talks and 102 publications.

· Statistics are being gathered on links between GridPP members and other e-science projects or industry. These will then be sent to PPARC, as part of metrics for the e-science Steering Group and RCUK. 

Future activities

Priorities for the next six months are:

· Developing literature and demonstrations for the All Hands Meeting and SuperComputing. In particular, producing the dissemination portal.

· A bid was made to PPARC from CERN, GridPP and Imperial College to run a GridCafe event, with support from the Science Museum’s DANA Centre. Although the bid was unsuccessful, some of the referees’ comments were very positive and we will consider funding a similar event from the dissemination budget.

· Updating the ‘For students and the public’ part of the website.

· Working with PPARC’s particle physics outreach officer to bring the Grid into schools.
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